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Federal‐State Funding Background
 Typical Federal‐aid program funding is on a sliding 
scale, or 88% Federal funds, and 12% “Other” (State & 
Local Match) 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/olsp/financingfederalaid/
apph.cfm

 This presentation focuses on safety‐related traffic 
signal control equipment projects, which qualify for an 
increased Federal funding share of 100% 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/141125.pdf
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What Programs Qualify for 100% 
Federal Funding Shares?

 The Surface Transportation Program (STP / CMAQ) 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/factsheets/stp.cfm

 National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/factsheets/nhpp.cfm

 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/

 Which ever program is utilized, funded projects must 
meet it’s respective program requirement criteria.

3



What Authority Provides the 100% 
Federal Share Funding Option?

 23 USC 120(c)(1) The Federal share payable on account of any 
project for traffic control signalization…, or installation of 
traffic lights,…, or priority control systems for emergency 
vehicles, or transit vehicles at signalized intersections, may 
amount to 100% of the cost of construction of such projects…

 10% limitation of this provision for total California 
GRCO funding (2015 = $3.5B) 
http://www.dot.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/FHWA‐FY2015‐Budget‐
Estimates.pdf

 Project scope must remain narrow enough for 
qualified signal work elements, to use the 100% share. 
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How does this 100% Federal Share 
become qualified locally?
 The Surface Transportation Program (STP / CMAQ) 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/factsheets/stp.cfm

Administered and managed by MTC (LAPG Ch. 
4)http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/STPCMAQ/

 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/

Administered and managed by Caltrans Local Assistance 
‐ Safety Program, Cycle 7 Call for Projects 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/HSIP/apply_now.h
tm
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Does Caltrans Maintain a formal 
list of 100% qualified materials?
 Yes! This list has been vetted by FHWA: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/HSIP/Documents/hsip
/federal‐eligible‐list.pdf

Safety Related Equipment & Infrastructure Examples:
 LED Safety Lighting & Ped Countdown Signals
 Solar Flashing Beacons & Radar Speed Display Signs
 Accessible Pedestrian Signal (APS) Ped Pushbuttons
 Installation of upgraded ATC traffic signal controllers, 
central control software, broadband communications

 Pedestrian signal improvements (HAWK)
 Improved Vehicle Detection technology
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What ratio of HSIP program 
projects are 100% fund qualified?
 38 of the 76 published countermeasures 
under the local Caltrans HSIP are 100% 
federal funded.

Apply now! (Cycle 7 HSIP Call for projects, 
Announced April 2015) 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/HSIP/hsip‐
form‐instructions.pdf
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Special Thanks for Research 
Assistance & Fact‐Checking
 FHWA – Mr. David Bartz, P.E.
Sr. Federal Aid Program Engineer
Federal Highway Administration Office of Infrastructure
Federal Aid Programs Group HIPA‐10  Washington, DC
David.Bartz@dot.gov

 Caltrans – Mr. Robert Peterson
Safety Program Manager
State of California Dept. of Transportation Local Assistance
Robert.peterson@dot.ca.gov
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