
July 31, 2014 

Public Information Office
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
via email info@mtc.ca.gov

re: draft 2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Dear Metropolitan Transportation Commission Commissioners:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft TIP, a $9.4 billion funding 
program that will run from FY 2014-15 to FY 2017-18.

We are interested in knowing several outcomes of  this TIP—for example, will the result of 
the expenditures significantly move the Bay Area towards meeting Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) reduction targets such as SB 375 (targets for 2020 and 2035) and Governor 
Brown's Executive Order B-16-2012 (2050 reduction of  greenhouse gas emissions from 
the transportation sector equaling 80 percent less than 1990 levels)? Also, how was the 
urgency of  climate change brought into the project selection process?

Regarding the Single Occupancy Vehicle (SOV) Project Listing (Appendix A-62), to what 
extent do these SOV projects help reduce Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) and greenhouse 
gas emissions? 

We are interested in the changes to VMT and GHGs from the expenditures on “express 
lanes” (sometimes known as high occupancy toll lanes). Will the express lanes reduce 
VMT and GHG emissions?  If  so, by how much; if  not, why not?

In Appendix A-11 Regional Policies: Project Funding (Policies, Procedures and Project 
Selection Criteria for Developing the 2014 Regional Transportation Improvement 
Program), on page 4 it is noted that “Investments made in the RTIP must carry out the 
objectives of  the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), and be consistent with its 
improvements and programs.” How do the investments carry out the objectives of  Plan 
Bay Area, most importantly, of  reducing both VMT and GHG emissions?

Also in Appendix A-11, on page 5, it is noted in “Key Eligibility Policies/Consistency 
with Regional and Local Plans/RTP Consistency” that “Programming policies governing 
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the STIP and other flexible, multi modal discretionary funding sources such as the 
federal Surface Transportation Program (STP), Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement (CMAQ), and Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) 
funds must be responsive to the strategies and goals of  the (RTP). New projects submitted 
for RTIP consideration must include a statement addressing how the project meets the 
strategies and goals set forth in the RTP.” Will the projects in the TIP that will use the 
funds listed here (including STIP, STP, CMAQ and RTIP) support the strategies and 
goals, including reductions of  VMT and GHG emissions, of  Plan Bay Area? Are the 
statements for new projects disclosing how they meet the strategies and goals of  the RTP 
available for public review? If  so, please provide a link to this information. If  the 
statements are not available, what is the reason?

Based on the chart on page 5 of  “A Guide to the San Francisco Bay Area’s 
Transportation Improvement Program, or TIP (updated for the 2015 TIP)”, this TIP is 
heavily weighted with highway projects. We do not see how the overall TIP will help carry 
out the RTP objectives of  reducing VMT and GHG emissions.  We are very much 
interested in an explanation of  how highway projects may reduce both VMT and GHGs. 
Would more investments in transit and less with highways in this TIP help reduce VMT 
and GHG emissions?  

In the TIP Project Listings there is an item labeled “Toll Credits.” For example, on page 
S3-283, the project named “Jepson: Vanden Road from Peabody Road to Leisure Town 
Road” has $2,222,427 in toll credits. What are toll credits and how may they be used?

Previous TIP project listings have had several pages of  narratives of  the transportation 
objectives and goals of  each county, but in this 2015 TIP, the narratives have been 
removed and replaced with, “This page is a separator page that needs to be replaced by a 
subsequent write up.” See, for example, page S3-275. Will the public have an 
opportunity to comment on the subsequent write ups?

Given the varying time frames for recent TIPs, please clarify when the subsequent version 
will be available for public review. 

Several of  the documents linked to the Draft 2015 TIP Public Hearing Notice are not 
searchable for key words. We think this is an impediment to meaningful public 
involvement.

We request that MTC’s response to these comments be emailed to Matt Williams of  the 
San Francisco Bay Chapter of  the Sierra Club at . If  you have any 
questions regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Williams.

Thank you.



Sincerely,

Victoria Brandon
Redwood Chapter Chair

Rebecca Evans
San Francisco Bay Chapter Chair

Bruce Rienzo
Loma Prieta Chapter Chair

cc: 
Association of  Bay Area Governments
California Department of  Transportation
United States Department of  Transportation
Sierra Club California




