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Figure 7: Value of Time Distribution by Household Income 

 

Bridge Tolls 
The bridge tolls assumed in the year 2015 baseline scenario are shown below in Table 3.  Please note 
that Table 3 includes the price of tolls in year 2015 expressed in both year 2000 and year 2015 dollars.   

The No Project alternative assumes the toll schedule in place as of July 1, 201212. This schedule is 
consistent with the year 2015 tolls presented in Table 3. 

The bridge tolls assumed in the Proposed Plan, Main Streets, Big Cities and Equity, Environment, and 
Jobs alternatives are summarized in Table 4.  Again, the price of tolls in year 2040 are expressed in year 
2000 and year 2015 dollars. 

  

                                                            
12 Complete details are available here: http://bata.mtc.ca.gov/getting-around#/.  
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Table 4: Common Peak Period Bridge Tolls for Proposed Plan, Main Streets, Big Cities, and EEJ Alternatives† 

Bridge 2-axle, single  
occupant toll 2-axle, carpool* toll 

 $2000 $2015 $2000 $2015 

San Francisco/Oakland Bay Bridge $5.72 $8.00 $2.86 $4.00 

Antioch Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

Benicia/Martinez Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

Carquinez Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

Dumbarton Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

Richmond/San Rafael Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

San Mateo Bridge $5.01 $7.00 $2.50 $3.50 

Golden Gate Bridge $4.47 $6.25 $3.04 $4.25 

† – The full toll schedule includes off-peak tolls and tolls for 3- or more axle vehicles.   
* – Carpools are defined as either two-or-more- or three-or-more-occupant vehicles, depending 
on the bridge, and only receive a discount during the morning and evening commute periods 
(source: bata.mtc.ca.gov; goldengatebridge.org). 

   

Express Lane Tolls 
MTC’s travel model explicitly represents the choice of travelers to pay a toll to use an express lane (i.e., 
a high-occupancy toll lane) in exchange for the time savings offered by the facility relative to the parallel 
free lanes.  To exploit this functionality, the analyst must assign a travel price by time of day and vehicle 
class on each express lane link in the network.  To efficiently and transparently simulate the impacts of 
the express lanes on behavior, we segment the express lane network in the scenarios into logical 
segments, with each segment receiving a time-of-day-specific per mile fee.  To illustrate the detail 
involved in this coding, Figure 8, Figure 9, Figure 10, and Figure 11 (abstractly) present the morning 
commute period price for the year 2040 simulations.  Please note that the simulated prices are not 
perfectly optimal – meaning, MTC did not analyze each corridor iteratively to find the price that 
maximized a pre-defined operational goal.  Rather, the prices are adjusted a handful of times in an 
attempt to keep congestion low and utilization high.  Importantly, the prices are held constant over 
four-hour morning (6 to 10 am) and evening (4 to 7 pm) commute periods.  MTC’s travel model assumes 
that congestion is uniform over the entire four-hour commute periods.  We know this is not true, but 
make this assumption as a simplification.  The peak one-hour within the four-hour commute period 
would require a higher toll than those simulated in the model.   
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